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© TheServant, which knew his Lord's Will, and prepared not himſelf, 
E neither did according to his Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes ; 
E but he that knew not, and did commit Things worthy of Stripes, ſhall be 
© beaten with few Stripes. For unto 2vhomſoever much is given, of him ſhall 
| much be required, . Luke Xi1, 47, 48, 

E Ifthey ſhall confeſs their Iniquity, and the Iniquity of their Fathers— 
© 1f their uncircumciſed Hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the Puniſh- 
Þ ment of their Iniquity : I will not caſt them away, neither will I abhor 
© them to deſtroy them utterly but I will for their Sakes remember the 
© Covenant of their Anceſtors, whom I brought forth out of the Land of 
© £2ypt in the Sight of the Heathen, Levit. xxvi. part of the 40th, 41ſt, 
© 44th and 45th Verſes. | | 
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FTNHAT, which was ſaid by the greater 
1 Prophet, by whom all the leſſer have 
Fſpokenz; and of whom your great Prophet 


Ewas ſaid by x1M, whoſe- Day even Abraham re- 
Fjoiced to ſee—zhat juſt Fudgment hangs ſtil] 
E pendulous on the Ballance of unerring Wiſdom 
Fand Juſtice, ** the Kingdom of GOD ſhall be ta- 
E* ken from you, and given to a Nation bringing 
E* forth the FRUITS thereof /" 


E That there are wicked and unbelieving 7ervs, 
E1S true; that there are, alas! more wicked, 
| becauſe unbelieving Chriſtians alſo, againſt 
E whoſe Unfruitfulneſs this Heart-ftriking Menace 
| more eſpecially now lies, 1s too true. For that 
© the Goſpel is (generally) retained in Profeſſio 
| only, not poſſeſſed and enjoyed in Spirit and Pow- 
Ecr, 1S of all Truths, the molt alarming. 


This Compariſon, therefore, of the Sins of Jews 


E Mcſes has propheſied, Deut. 18. 15 — what: 


band of Chriſtians, is dedicated to you, Sir, be- 


Fcaule, not only on the different Reports of your 
] | A 2 religious 


vi DEDICATION. 
religious Character ; but on the Diſpoſition ra. 


ther of your Family : it £ hoped you are a 
Friend to bath. 


But a yet more particular Reaſon of thi 
Addreſs to you, is the heavy Burden, that for 
Years, has preſſed down my Soul, 2. that 
the wicked Example of nominal Chriſtians, 
who ſhould be ** he Light of the World,” pre 
vents the Converlion of the Fews z and alas| 
not only of them, but of Heathens and Mahv- 
metans, from confſeſſing Chrift, and fo from 
embracing the Goſpe! of Salvation. ** For there 
« js none other Name under Heaven, lays 
&* Rabbi Peter, given among Men vend 
** they mult be ;aved.” 


What an aſtoniſhing Inſtance of GOD's Love, 
who will have al to be faved, that fell in the 
Lois of Alam! tor as it was the Humanity that 
tell, it is the Fumanity that is redeemed ; at lcall, 
put in a Copacily of being ſaved. And hon 

roperly are the glad T idings* of Salvation 
brought to Mankind by your Meſſiah, ir 
GOD! called by the old Jew, Simeon, (** wo 
was waiting for the Conſolation of Iſrae!,”) © 
Light to lighten the GENTILES, as well as 1it 
« Glory of GOD's People, ISRAEL ?” 


And that this Redemption from the Fall was 
:ntended by the GOD of Love to be unive7/, 
is evident not only from his moſt efentic! at 
tribute, but from the Nature and Manner 
of the /ir/t Fremaipatien of it : though many; 

through 


* Literally Evayſo, Zvangzelium, Goel, or God'sptl 
n ol Engliſh, 


DEDICATION. vil 
1. MW c<hrough Sin, are fo in love with their Captivity 
» 1 MW ind Bondage to Satan (that 1s, his Nature, his 

Tempers within them) that they will not be ſet 
© it Liberty—though many, through Confor- 
| jzity to a wicked World, through Zzft of the 
| firbidden Tree, or through Love of created 
Good rather than of GOD,  wiLL Nor, 
F | Seats wing yeveolas 15 the Queſtion {till} that 
E is, have no WILL to be ſaved: It is evi- 
| dent, I ſay, from the Sexſe of its firſt gracious 
© Offer. For GOD told the whole Adam (in the 
E moſt emphatic Sentence on the Decetver) that 
E* THE SEED OF THE Woman,” (the reſtored 
| divine Image in the human Nature) ©** $HouLD 
© © BRUISETHE SERPENT S HEapD;” that © as by 
E « Man came Death” (O adorable Love of GOD 
to Man, as Prepriety of Juſtice on his Ad- 
E verſary !”?) ©* by Man alſo ſhould come a Re- 
> © ſurreftion from the Dead;” *« that as in 
E © Adamall died, even ſo in Chriſt ſhould air. be 
| © made alive.” 


| From this bleſſed Xra—the Promiſe of your 
E MesStay to © bruiſe the Serpent's Head,” 
| tnat 1s, to deſtroy the Kingdom and Power 
© of the Devil in Men's Hearts, the GosptL 
| tooks its Date; and as a Seed of Life in all 
E Mankind, was as effeCtual to the Salvation of the 
E antidiipoian World, as well as to 2!! fince—to 
| 4, who through Faith in, and Relience on, 
| the general Promiſe, by receiving Chri/s tne 
| Mefrah, as ſent; that is, in Conformity to the 
E Death and Reſurrection of the commen Saviour, 
8 the expreſs Image of GOD” (ſays Rabbi Paul 
Fn his Epiſtle to your People)—the expre/s 
* [mage of GOD formed again in their Hearts ; 
VC may (both Few and Gentile) be created 
L A 4 anew, 
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wil DEDICATION: 
enew, and have the Kingdom of Satan deſtroye| 
In US. 


But, in order to have this aſtoniſhing Vouch. 
ſafement of divine Love brought into 45, 
needful it was, that © this S22d of the Woman” 
—this ** GOD manifeſt in the Fleſh,” ſays the 
above Rabbi—** He, ſays Moſes, in whom 
« all the Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. 
Needful it was that ſome oze Perſon ſhould be 
fixed on, of whole Race, HE, 7Zh1s Seed ſhoul( 
be born ; that the znwer/ally-intended Blcſfing 
might be conferred on the wHoLE : the ui 
viducls of which, might embrace, the reaſon- 
able as neceſſary Terms of this Bleſſing, 1. 
Repentance and Faith : that ſen/tble of ther 
//aut, they might embrace him with Ez 
cerneſs, For the very equitable Proceſs 1s, fil 
Repentance with Faith, and then Forgrvenels 
Oz Sins! | | 


And indeed, Sir, ſo total was Man's Depre- 
42//0y become, that needful alſo it was, it 
the Rebel ſhould be diſpoſed under a Death-ſpect: 
ins Law to thunder that juſt Menace in his 
Heart (Ger. 2. 17.) * in the Day that thit 
«© /7” (that thou lookeſt to have thy Ex 
Pei: upon creature Good ; that thou defireit to 
be happy in the Creature—in the World, 
of me) ** thou ſhalt ſurely die ;” nor leſs neediui 
was it (dead as he was to all Senſe of his Fi 
i907, and the Means of his Recovery) that Nt 
ihould, together with this J/rath-working La 
be under a 7ypice] Repreſentation (your burden- 
;ome Rites and Ceremonies, as they are called) 
of what the Moab was to be, and to 0: both 
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DEDICATION. Ix 
expreſſive of the infinite Depth of Man's Fall 
and of his Reſtoration to what he had loſt 2 
needful, I. ſay, this preparatory and Fewiſh 
State was, before the a#Zua! Completion of the 
Promiſe could (in the Wiſdom of GOD) take 


This Perſon was Abraham, our common Fa- 


j ther, to whom GOD was able, ſays Fohn Bop- 
E tif, to raiſe up, vs Gentiles as his Children owt 
E of Stones, during the Time of your [njidelity. 


In which Senſe your Prophet Me/es calls him 


F « the Father of many Nations.” And yet this 
E divine Defignation made him no furtner choſer 
E than Adam (in preference to the fallen Angels) 


E and all Mankind in his Loins. Though tome 


proud, felfiſh, envious, illwilling, unloving 


E Chriſtians, who cannot make the leait Pretence 
E to that Szngularity of Favour you do; have, trom 
E this neceſſary Procedure of GOD, given him the 


Attributes of partial, arbitrary, tyranically- ſoue- 


E rg; nay, from all Erernity, adjudging 


E three fourths of Mankind, to inevitable, 


For Abraham you know, Sir, betore this bc- 


| gining Execution of the avove important and 


= mMereſtinz Promiſe, was in no better a State than 


q the reſt of Mankind 3; an Jdo/ater it may be 
E iuppoſed; as he was commanded by GOD 


& (with Terah his Father) to get out of his na- 
Þ tive Country, the 7dolatrous Caldea: nay, 
| aiterwards, to quit his Kindred, and his Fa- 
& ther's Houſe, and go into the Land of Pra- 
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Sometime after this; his Call to the « 4; 
« Thing neceſſary,” the Sum of GOD's Pry. 
miſe made to Adam and all Mankind, namne]y, 
that ©** he would be their GOD, and their ey. 
&« ceeding great Reward, 1F they would walk be- 
& fore him and be (again) perfet?”-—this Call 
I fay (the Abridgment of New-Creation through 
the Goſpel) was confirmed to him by Circun- 
cifon—the expreſſive Sign thereof ; as it ſigni- 
fied the 1o juſt, ſo reaſonable Death unto Sin, 
in the Mortification of Concupiſcence, and cut- 
ting off of Luſt in general ; which from the fu- 
bidden Tree, had uſurped GOD's Throne in 
the Heart of Man: and ſo was a Type (but 2 
Type, though great 8zre/s you lay on it) of 
the Thing fignified—*<* the Death unto Sin, the 
« new Þirth unto Righteouſneſs (as I may 
quote our meaning Church to. you, Sir,) BOTH 
ſignifted to loſt Mankind in Apam, © by brui: 
« ing the Serpent's Head.” 


But obſerve, Sir, that Abraham's Call be- 
fore this diſcriminating Mark of a People, was 
above twenty Years prior to the Inſtitution of 
this expreſſive Sacrament ; and the whole, even 
the Trial of the S:zcerity of his Faith, long be- 
fore he with his Deſcendants were called J:ws. 
So tnat he was no dearer to GOD (further 
than his Faith, his ried Faith made him, 25 
it will a! others) no dearer to GQD, than the 
re{t of the fallen Race, till this neceſſary Proce- 
dure diſtinguiſhed him and his. But, miſtake 
me not. All rae Chriitians as well as Jes 
have' the profoundeſt Veneration for the gres 


Partiarch. For his, and his Children's fax? 


was all Revelation given—his Children, who, 
| 1 


DEDICATION. xi 


” in fingleneſs of Eye, look for the Completion of 

© the fr Promiſe (as it contains the whole Gofſ- 

vel) and in order thereto, imitate Abraham's 

1 Faith, who (lays the great Rabi) ** againſt 

- « Hope believed in Hope, and (like him) being 

' & not weak in Faith, conſider not their own 
WW <« Deadneſs, nor ſtagger at the Promiſe of 
| « GOD through Unbelief; but ſtrong in i 

« Faith, give Glory to GOD ; being tully 

« perſuaded, that what GOD has promiſed, 

| « heis able allo to perform,” to themſelves, | 
. W and / that believe. No, Sir, this is only ſaid | 


1 to cut of all Partiality in GOD to you, or to 
2 W the above-mentioned Pariculorifts. | | 
: 
 W_ My great Deſire, Sir, in this Dedication, WE. : 
y WW which, with the annexed Sermon, I beg your 
« W Acceptance of, is to wipe off in ſome Meaſure 
- WW the Scandal, to level the Sumbling-block thar 
\ muſt le in the Way of good Fews, from the 
© cbominable Practices of Chriſtians, /o called. 
e- W And, it by this Means my great Anxiety may 
23 W be alleviated; namely, that the all-wiſe, all- 
of W boly, all-gracious, all-comprehenſive, all- 
a W glorious Goipel be no longer deſpiſea and re- 


E jc&ed by thoſe, that are ** without; on ac- 
| Count of its unmeanins Retainers and fruitleſs 


Profeſſors : I ſhall be happy. 


| Beit knownthen unto all Fews, where ever 
they carry the Proofs of the Goſpel by their 
| Diſperſion—where ever they are ſcattered, as was 
| long foretold them by GOD's Prophet in Le- 
| Vcus and Deuteronomy ; and that (tor the too 
| common Sin amongſt the fal/e Chriſtians) for 
| Their « pox receiving (when he came to his 
We nn own) 
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own”) their own Meſſiah, a ©£* Miniſter of the 
Circumciſion” too, as a great Rabbi calls him : 
Be it known unto all Jews, and unto /ome Chii. 
{ſtians (by-the-by) that the Sex/e and Standard 
of UrxcTtion, that is, of Chriſtianity, is nat 
to be judged of by the general Practice of any 
one Chriſtian Church zoWw upon Earth ; how- 
ever (blefled be GOD !) zeal Chriſtians there 
are in EACH. But that for a right Judgment 
thereof recourſe muſt be had to the u!fi/ment 
of Few!ſh, in Chriſtian Scriptures—of |the 0, 
in the New-Teſtament, eſpecially after the Day 
of Pentecoſt, that grand /#ra of Chriſtianity !— 
in the 77s of the Apoſtles, who were all Jes 
by Birth and Extraction : and eſpecially in the 
Writings of the above Rabbi (brought up at 
the Feet of Gamaliel) after his glorious Con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity—a Type, very probably, 
of the tuture Converſion of your whole People! 
or (to deſcend lower) recourſe muſt be had to 
the &pirit and Practice of the ſimple, primi- 
tive Chriſtians, before the firſt Chriſtian Frinces 
&< honoured” the Chriſtian Church, as they 
thought, with the Baits of this World (its Hon- 
ours, its Riches) which it isits Buſinels to 
ſubdue; and whoſe Maxims, and Traditions, 
and Faſhions it never coz/d, nor cay thrive un- 
der; for our Lord ſays, © my Kingdem 15 10! Jj 
« Tpis World.” Or, if you will judge 0 
Chriſtianity—of the Spirit of Revelation, lum- 
med up in the Goſpel, by later Times : take 
your Judgment from * the happy Conſtitution 


_ eſtabliſhed in the Engliſh Church,” whereot 


ſome ſay, you are a Member; in her Funda- 
mentals, not her People in the general : and 


more cſpecially, trom her Litany and he 
Offices. 


DEDICATION. ail 


Offices of Baptiſm and Confirmation : thougli 
(and it accounts for our ungodly Profeſſors) 
EF as little underſtood and drank into, as the Scrip- 
q E tures that breathe them. | 
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You may perceive, Sir, that nothing is ſaid 


x | or intended here, to provoke the Jews ; bur 
- Water to invite them (if any thing leſs than 
another, a yet greater, Miracle will do) to 
, W their own Mefhab, the common Saviour of loſt 


; WW Mankind. No. I am quite otherwiſe diſ- 
' WW poſed towards them; for /as to all Mankind) 
| have a great Love for your whole People ; 
| well knowing, how principal an Allotment 
E they have had in the © common Salvation” — 
| well knowing what you have been, and what 
you yet ſhall be, when converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty. Your great Rabbi Paul once fo eſteemed, 
E and then 1ſo perſecuted by you ; deters all Ger- 
| tiles (of whom we are) from ſuch Procedure 
towards the Fews: © Have they (the Fews) 
= © ſtumbled, ſays he, that they ſhould (utterly) 
\ * fall? GOD forbid! but rather through their 
© Fall, Salvation is come to the Gentiles, for to 
© © provoke them (the Jews) to Fealouſy. Now 
© if the Fall of them be the Riches of the World, 
* and the Diminiſhing them be the Riches of the 
| * Gentiles; how much more their Fulneſs ? for 
LE * I ſpeak to you Gentiles, inaſmuch as I am 
© (fince my Converſion) the Apoſtle of the 
| Gentiles, I magnify mine Office, if by any 
© Means T may provoke to Emilation, them 
* which are my Flih, and might ſave ſome of 
them. For if the caſting away of them (the 
* fews) be the reconciling of the World, <what 
* ſhall the receiving of them be, but Life from the 
« Deaa? 


te... DEDICATE $OHN:- 
« Dead? for if the firſt Fruits be holy, 114 
« Lump is alſo holy; and if the Root be by, 
« ſo are the Branches. And if ſome of the Branch. 
« es be broken off, and thou being a wild Olive. 
« Tree wert grafted in amongſt them, and with 
« them partakeſt of the Root, and Fatneſs of the 
« Olive-Tree; boaſk not againſt the Branche,, 
« But if thou boaſt, thou beareſk not the Rog, 
« but the Root thee. Thou wilt ſay then, the 
* Branches were broken off, that I might he 
« orafted in: well: becauſe of Unbelief, they 
« were broken off, and THOU STANDEST By 
« FaiTH. BE NOT HIGH MINDED, BUT 
« FEAR: for if GOD ſpared not the natural 
« Branches, take heed, lejt he alſo ſpare not thee, 
« Behold therefore the Goodneſs and Severity 
*« of GOD: on them which fell, Severity, 
« but towards th2e Goodneſs, if thou coxnTinu: 
& in his Goodneſs; OTHERWISE Zhou alſo ſhall 
« be cut off : AND THEY ALSO, IF THEY BID: 
«< NOT IN UNBELIEF, SHALL BE GRAFTED 1X; 
« for GOD ts able to graft them in again.” 


Lg 


What Encouragement does the Apoſtle, 
in theſe Words, give the Fews to come t0 
Chriſt their Meſſiah ? and how fharp a Rebuke 
are they, to all zominal Chriſtians, who ſtand 
not by Faith, who continue not in GOD" 
Goodneſs ; but as the ſame Apoſtle ſays, < live 
© after the Manner of Gentzles :?* and who ate 
790rſe in the Eyes of an all-ſeeing GOD than 


_ o00d Fews, in that they pROFESs Chriſt, and 


yet, fays ke, crucify him afreſh: in that the) 
deteft his Spirit, and mean as little by the pr%- 
per Salvation FROM Sin, imputed in JESVs; 
the CUn#icn of Its Spirit, in CHRIST ; Or thell 
es having 


| FED MCA TFORKR:::v 
= having the Life of GOD reſtored in their Hearts 
; by IMMANUEL, as any Jew whatever. And are 
E © far from looking (with the Believer of old) 
. {& to fee! Virtue coming out of him—lo far from 
; WW jrinking into his Self-denying, ſuffering Senſe, 
+ {W& that they may, as the ſame Apoſtle ſays, 
; {WM reign with him—ſo far from the Power of his 
; W Dcath and Reſurrection ; or his $77-deftroying, 
\, WH /orld-denying Precepts; that they will nt 
} W touch them with a Finger. 


+ 8 Oh, Sir, the Day of your Awakening after a 
© long judicical Sleep, is, I hope, approaching. 
E For your great Meſſiah, our Lord and our 
FGCOD! who on his Croſs has prayed his Father 
Eto forgive your Nation ; in that * ye knew not 
L* what ye did;” has fixed the Limits of your 
FUnbelief and 1ts Conſequences, Difgrace and 
& Diſperſion, 1n theſe Words, ** they (the Fews ) 
© ſhall be led away Captives into ALL Nations, 
© and Jeruſalem hall be trodden down of the 
F © Gentiles, UNTIL the Times of the Gentiles 


| accompliſhed, when (farther than Name and 
| Proteſſion) Numbers of Chriſtianized Gentiles 
Bare ſick of the Sexſe and Spirit of the Goſpel ; 
Land more particularly fo, of the Writings in- 
Eipired, ſince the diinguiſping ZEra of all true 
| Chriſtians, namely, the Day of PexTzcosrT, 
| ſpeaking againſt the Things that are ſpoken 
L* by Pau, contradifting and blaſpheming !* 
to whom *tis probable, were Pau! now alive, 


$1 


L and JUDGE YOURSELVES Wrworthy of ever- 
3 laſting Life, lo, we turn to the Jews again.” 
: And 


© © fall be fulfilled.” And is not that Time near 


te-would invert what he had ſaid ſo long ago; 
lince ye (fo called) Chriſtians © put it FROM you 


wo 
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xvi DEDICATION. 


And when that Day is come, Oh! wh 
Chriſtians will they of your Nation be! 
indeed as have not been ſince the Days of the 
Apoſtles. For Cur1sT will be precious ;;. 
deed to you, and as your Prophet Zechaorich IM © 
fays, ©* Ye ſpall look upon nim, whom ye have iſ 
« PIERCED, and ſhall mourn for him, as ; 
« mourneth for his only Son, whom he hath 
« ſlain, and ſhall be in Bitterneſs for him, as ny 
« that is in Bitterneſs for his firſk Born.” Then 
ſhall Naturalization be a "Thing of the 1: 
Concern. For when © you that have been, 
& ſo long, far off, ſhall be made nigh by the 
©. Blood of Chriſt, ye ſhall, ſays a once zealous 
Few, be fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and 
of the Houſhold of GOD :* yea, © when 
< ye ſhall receive mim,” that comes to his 


own ; ©* He will give you Power to become, 
< again, the Sons of GOD !”? 


tl 
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I am, 
Bexley, March, 
25th, 1702, 
Sir, 


(With Heart's Deſire and Prayer to GOD io! 
the Salvation of ALL {/rac/) 


Your Well-wiſher and Friend. 


HENRY PIERS 


ERRAT A, 


. P, 5, L. 26, read took. P. 14. 1. 34. for imputed, i 


plied, P. 15. 1.12. 7, judicial, 


SERMON, &ec. 


*" 


JER;2X;--- 04 


1 that my Head were Waters and mine Eyes a 
| Fountain of Tears, that I mght weep Day and 
Night for the Slain of the Daughter of my 
; People! 


\ Jughter of a People, is an Hebraiſm—a common 
D tor Term among the Prophets, whereby one Na- 
L tion or Kingdom is diſtinguiſhed from ano- 
Ether. Thus Daughter of Tyre, Daughter of Jeruſalem, 
Daughter of Zidon, Daughter of Batyl-, Da: yhier of 


ner the Goipel-Diſpenſacion : for it 13 ſaid of her, ſhe 
Ws all-glorious WITHIN, and her Raymeitt (her outward 
Ecportment) is of wrought Gold. 

» [he Prophet, in the true Spirit of a Miniſter of 


Wrſts of Religion and the Good of his People, laments 
1 B | in 


Lion, lignify the People of thoſe Countries: as Kings | 
EDaurhter does the People of GOD, or Church of GOD vx. 114, 


D, who has at heart both his Horour, the Inte- 


(2) 


in very ſtrong and emphatic Terms, the many outward 
Sins of the Fews; and above all (as they proceed from 
it) their empty Profeſſion, their unmeaning Form of Pe. 
ligion, when their Hearts were far from GOD, He 
propheſies, that for theſe Things their boalted City 7. 
7ujalem, and the whole Country of 'Fudea were ſhortly 
to be reduced into a Defart, and tney theraſelves, to be 


cut oft by 


the Sword and Jed Captives : becauſe the 


had abandoned the Law and the Service of their (30. 


ce 
cc 
cc 
£c 
cv 
cc 
cc 


&% 


My Bowels, my Bowels ! as he compailionately feels 
for them : I am pained, ſays he, at my very Heart; 
my Heart maketh a Noife in me; I carmot hold my 
Peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, O my Sew! the 
Sound of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War—De- 
ſtruction upon Deſtruction 1s cried : for the whole 
Land is ſpoiled. How Jong ſhall I ſee the Standard, 
and hear the Sound of the ''rumpet !”? And then he 


aligns the Reaſon of all this approaching Calamity. 


&c 


vc 


cc 


CC 


cs 


cc 


' 79 have it ſo! but what will ye do in the «nd theres 


My People {favs GOD, by bis Mouth) is fooliſh, 
they have not known me: they are fottifn Chiluren, 
they have no Underſtanding : they are wife to & !- 
vil, but to do Good, they have no Knowledge, 
I he Prizffs fay not, Where is the Lord, and they 
that handle the Law, know me not. 'T he Pa/ters 
allo tranfgreis again{t me, and the People propicly 
by Baoc!, and walk after Things, that do not profit, 
Wherefore, 1 will plead with you, ſaith the Lore, 
and with your Childrens Children will ] plead: For 
paſs over the Iſles of Chiiti, and fee and fend unto 
'Kedar, and conſider diligently, and ſee if there be 
inch a Thing. Hath a Nation forſaken their Go, 
which yet are no God; ? but my People have changes 
their Glory for that which doth not profit. Be /:- 
niſhed O ye Fleavens at this, and be horribly afjaic, 
be ye very detolate, faith the Lord : For my Veoplc 
have committed two Evils; they have foriaken me, 
the Fountain of living Faters, and have hewed them 


out Cifterns, broken Ciſterns, that can hold nu Wa- 


ter. A worderful, and horrible Thing 1s Committed 
in the Land ! the Prophets propheſy falſiy, 21d the 
Pric/is bear Rule by their Means, and my Pegple t50t 


. 
. 


&& Shal! 
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d 

n « Shall I not viſit then for theſe Things, faith the 
. « Lord, and ſhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a 
f « Nation as this? I will make Feruſalem, Heaps, and 
2 « a Den of Drazons, and I will make the Cities of 
ly « Judah Geſolate, without an Inhabitant ; becauſe they 
e « have forſaken my Law, which I ſet before them, 
' & and have not obeyed my Voice, neither walked 
). « therein, but have walked after the Imaginations of 
ls « their own Heart, Therefore, ſaith the Lord of. 
t; « Hoſts, the GOD of [fradl; behold, I will feed 
W « them, even this People with Wormwood, and give 
lie « them Water of Gall to drink. I will ſcatter them 
es K* allo among the Heather, whom neither they nor 
JIE their Fathers have known, and I will ſend a Sword 
'g, 6 after them, till I have conſumed them.” And in the 
Ne Concluſion of this Chapter, the Prophet aligns the 
ty. hief Reaſon of GOD's Difpleafure againſt this pro- 
{ll ing i eople, and threatens to puniſh them as ſeverely 
C11, s the 1dolatrous Heathen ; even becauſe they were no 
Le etter than they, but rather worſe, in that the Heathen 
Je. kuck cloſe to their 79 Gods: yea, their Formality and 
Ney Fyp:crify, their Pretence only to the Service of the tru7 
tors bp), making them til] more odious in his Sight. 
cly vehold the Days come, faith the Lord, that I will 
Mt. F puniſh all them that are circumciſed with the Uncir- 
mew F auncſed: Egypt and Judah and Edom and the Chil- 
F Or F cren of Amman and 1ab, and all that are in the 
Into F utmoſt Corners, that dwell in the Wilderneſs, For 
e be all theſe Nations are uncircumciſed, and all the 
p36, | Houſe of Iſrael are UNCIRCUMCISED In the 
70G Heart.” | 

/'" WE!» this the 452/77 may allude, and it makes the 
FIC, pntraſt ſtil] ſtronger between the People of GOD, 
ople kd the Heather —between thoſe, who had his rcvvaled 
me, BY for their Direction, and thoſe, who had no other 
hem Nt than the Law of Nature—between thoſe, who 
War ce the heſt uſe of the one Talent, and thoſe, who abuſed 
utted p<< or hve, by wrapping them up in a Napkin, or 
| the Mat is worite) making them ſubfervient to thetr car- 
? ue > or worldly Intereſts. To this the Apoſtie 
7/' WF) illude, where he fays, © The Name ofpom, +. 24, 
Sha!! IGOD is blaſphemed among the Gertiels through 


bu (Feros;) for (that you may not miſtake the 


(4) | 

End and Deſign of GOD's peculiar Favour to yu 1, ſpa 

bove all other Nations) know, that © Circumciſion je. c 

Rom. 2. 24: 1y profiteth” (anſwereth the End of its Appoint. vi 


« ment) if thou keep the Law; but if thou be a By. " 
« o of the Law, thy Circumciſion is made Ur. 
& circumciſion” (there is no Difference in the Gr 
Judgment of GOD between the Few: and Heathsi E 
Tranſgreſior thereof) therefore, ** if the Uncircun;. an 
« /in keep the Righteouſneſs of the Law, ſhall ng l. 
« his Uncircumcſion be counted for Circumcifim? an o 
« ſhall not Uncircumciſion which is by Nature, it oft E 
« fulfil the Law, judge thee, who by the Letter and F 
 « Circumciſion doſt tranſgreſs th? Law ? for he is net! tn, 


« Jew, which is one outwardly, neither is that Cj 
& cumc;/ion which is outward in the Fleſh; but he; 
« a Few, which is one waraly, and Circumcſan i 
« that of the Heart, in the Sp:rit and not in the Let 
« whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of GOD.” % 
different are Truth and Sincerity from Hypocriſy and 
Profeſſion only—ſo diftant are the Thoughts of the 
Pi. 11s, GOD of Truth, from thoſe of Men, who are Liars 
ſays the Pſalmiſt. Outward Obſervances, Parade, an 
 Shew, Type and Figure, have the Praiſe of Men, but 
GOD loveth Truth in the ward Parts; he is pleaſe 
with the Fruit and Pawer, the Ends and Intentions of 
outward Religion. The /mgle Eye, the meaning and 
contrite, the obedient and fruitful Heart, teeming wit 
Love to GOD and Man; his own humbling Grace 
ever productive of good Works, are what engage tif 
Praiſe of GOD: though to himſelf alone, as having 
wrought ail our Works in us, is all F raiſe due. 
Now, my Brethren, if the Prophet of GOD unce 
a lower Diſpenſation, ſo laments the fallen State of th 
Fewtſh Church, that © for the Sins of her Proplct 
& and the Iniquities of her Prieſts, the Beauty ef 11 
 & &] was caſt down from Heaven unto the Earth ; tha 
&« the Lord had covered the Daughter of Zion with 
« Cloud in the Day of his Anger; that her Kings an 
« Princes were among the Gentiles ; that the La Wi 
« n6 more; that her Prophets alſo found no V ho 
« from the Lord:” How much greater Reaſon ha 
the M.niſters of the Goſpel ( Biſhops as well as Curt 
under a much higher, Diſpentation, to «ry «(ud 3 


jþa 


A 


nN 
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ſur nt, to ſhew their People alſo their Tranſgreſſions 


you 1-8 under greater Light—to bewail, at this ni fo the Fall 
on ve-fif of Chr:/tendom from its moſt divine Principles ? which 
point-the Apoſtle ſums up in one Word, namely, the 
Br:1iii c Mini/tration of the Spirit.” For the greater the 
& Un Grace is, that is abuſed, the heavier muſt the Cala- 
n thefWrnity be, that is the Cuniſhment for ſuch Abuſe : for 
atheri "8 un whomſoever much ts groen, of him ſhall much be re- 
YCUNICH 


quired, and to whom Men have committed much, of him they 
will aſe the more. CORRUPTIO OPTIMI FIT PES- 
IMA, is a true Maxim—the Abuſe of the beſt Things 
js the moſt flagrant and abominable Abuſe. And if 


all no 
e ant 
oh if it 
er and 
$ not-4 
at Cyr 
it he1 
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> Letter 


Mes, with his ceremonial Law ; much more ſhall not 
we eſcape, if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from 
Haven—JEsUs CHRIST who ſpake as never Man 
;i—who ſpeaketh now by his own Holy Spirit, in 
the highe/t Diſpenſation, that ever GOD intended for 


hy: Y Man—reproving the Chriſtian World of Sin, of Righte- 
1/y WMouſneſs, and of Judgment—the whole Proceſs of that 
"_ Work of Grace; that UncTion, which awakeneth 
e Liars 


and quickeneth the dead Souls of Men; which be- 


de, and vetteth that Repentance, that maketh the Kingdom 


en, bull. GOD at hand, by diſpoting us for the Goſpel— 
pleaſed hat Goſpel, which ſpeaketh Peace to the traveling 
212015 08oul, heavy laden with the Burden of Sin; and ſetteth 
1; "Pp the Kingdom of GOD on the Ruins of the King- 
ng vom of Satan—in one Word, that ANoINTING, which, 
x Grace iWin another Language, is the CHRISTIANITY, by 
gage th ich we are called, and of which we make out ut- 
; haviWmoſt Boaſt. | 


 feremiah, through his whole Prophecy, reproveth 
dis Countrymen of their many Sins committed againſt 
ne Law of GOD, in order to bring them to that 


D unce 
& of the 


P roptict epentance, that might turn away the Wrath of 
» of 11 GOD, and prevent the Ruin that was hanging over 
nh; (9 heir Heads : fo long before threatned, and prophe/red 
n wil df by Miſes in the 26th Chapter of Leviticrs, and. 28th 
x 125 pt Deuteronomy. 

Law wa 


10 Viſit 
ſon hai 
> Curates 
aleud ant 


pur 


Lower to ſubdue Sin, and beget in them loving and 
dedient Hearts: How ſhould the Miniſters of the 
oſpel, as. well Curates as Biſhops, in the Spirit of 

| B 3 Fon 


they eſcaped nat, who refuſed him that ſpake on Earth— 


| But as Chri/tians ſin under greater Light, and greater | 
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'Z2bn the Bapiijt, warn their People to flee from tj 

Wrath to come? how ſhould they reprove, rebuke, 

exhort them with all Authority to bring forth Friis 

meet for Repentance ? Nay indeed how ſhould thy 

alſo lift up their Voice like a Trumpet and ſhew th; 

more aggravated "Tranſgreſhons to the People commit. 

ted to their Charge ! more eſpecially at this Time, thay 

they are called upon by Authority fo to do—whey 

his MoST GRACIOUs MaJesTY has appointed «, 

«© general Faſt and Humiliation before Almighty 

« (GOD, for obtaining Pardon of our Sins, and fr 

averting thoſe heavy Judgments, which our mani. 
& fold Provocations have moſt julitly deſerved.” 

Now were the Sins of the Fews committel] againf 

Authority only (if fo I may ſay) and that by a | eople, 

v.ho were under no greater Power than that Lat, 

winch (through the Weakneſs of fallen Nature) 1 

Rom. 3. 3- 7t/oif weak in that reſpect; or (as the Apoſtle ſpeak:) 

is weak through the Fl;h : Yea, worketh Wrath, favs 

he; and, through the Rebei}ion of a perverted Will, 

rreth up the Motions of Sin againſt elf and its 

Authority: How much more heinous in the Sight oi 

(3CG3), muſt the Sins of Chri/tians be, who are uncer 

Grace, under Power, under Love—whofe Hearts are 

John 6. 45, taught by the Spirit of GOD®, and whole Lives ar! 

ocwded, or (a8 our Church prays) are directed and ruicy} 

by its holy Inſpiration} and pure Dicates! 

But ſurely if Chri7ians are wicked, they muſt be Pri 
F {Irs only, Pretenders, or but nominal Chriſtians 
withered, truitleis Branches of Chri/t the 7ri: þ inte 
whoſe Fate he has pronounced, even that ey be tua 
—15. 1, 2, 04 —inele be the unhappy Chriſtians, whoſe Lives 

and Converſations forbid both Few and Gentue to enter 
into the Pale of the Church, though it be the [Door of 
Salvation; and who becauſe they mean nothing by 
the Un&im of the Spirit, that higheſt Dipenſation 0! 
(:{2D's Love to Mankind! but rather (many 
them) make a Jett of ir, are, of all others, the ereatel 
Sinners and the worſt of Men, | 


cc 


F or 
F 
* Colle tor Whi:thinkav. | ; ; d 
+ Coll. for 19th S:ndoy after Trinity. © 24's 
1 Coll, at the beginning of the Commnion-Office, 
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For 


| ture of Father, Son and Holy Ghot, 


Ef the Ordinance, L tay, his Nei: 


*+& 
For indeed Chriſtianity (as has been already hinted) 


| i; the beſt or worlthY of Religions—the b/t, if mear- 


inz, as it implies that Unz2on trom above, whereb 
| Communion with GOD is again reltored to Man, 


| which affects both Heart and Life, and is as powertul 
E in outward Action, as inward Teaching : 
| the worſt, if unmeaning and unaſſeling—if Protefion 
and Name onlv be its ALL—if 1c attect neither Heart 
| nor Life—if it neither quicken nor amend; if it re- 
E move neither the Guilt, n 
> of Sin—if it beget no Conformity to CHRIST in his P/o- 
4 cs of Salvation—if it drink into the PoweR 
; of his [ncarnation, Birth, 


© i{it beget not in the Heart that Love of " GOD, that 


or elle it is 


nor Pollution, nor Dominion 


either 
Life, Death, nor Reſ, ar VCEHON— 


| Love of Man, which is the fulfilling of the Line's and 


© reſtores that original happy Communion between 


| Heaven and Earth : Or, if (as the unhappy Cale 1s) 
| it be taken barely for Religion at /arge—tor Religion 
| in general—any Religion ! which (through the wide 


BE cient of Chriflendem ) ſhould be partuler and dij- 


© tinguiſhing ; 1f any thing 1s meant by the Word. 
E And Chriſtianity, if it imply not that ANOINTING 2 Cor, x: 21, 


© of GOD which ſeals us, and gives the Earneit of the 22. 
þ Spirit 1 in our Hearts; but is Profeſſcon only, is very pre- 
{ carious; as it has no Stays no Foundation at all: and 
| 1s therefore the worit of Religions, in that under this 
bh unſettled, unaitecting, unfruittul 2% mM, the 


E poor nommal one 1s not only left in his natural State, 


; you in W/ickedneſs and concerved in Sin; but is a Breaker 


| of GOD's Covenant, depending wholly on that I'ype, 
E that Ceremony, that outward Waſhing of Water, 
E which he calls Baptiſm. For the Baptiſm of the Holy 
© Ch? he has no Notion of—the divine Intent and Efh- 

cacy of the Ordinance; no leſs than to renew the baptized 
| Perfon, and reſtore hirn again to the Name or Na- 
in which Man 
the divine Intent and Eifcacy 
auty requires not. 


B 4 | Per 


E Was Originally created ; 


As Chriſtianity i 1$ of a more aelicate Nature, what the preat Critic 
lays of Poetry 1 1s ab: andantly more true of 1? ; 
9: paulum a Sunmy defi Git, wergit ad in: UM, 
4; Mediocri bus e/ /e 


Nay Di; — _ conceſ]cres 


2 Joh. 3. 


(8) 


For the Cuſtoms 'and Maxims and all-authentic Ft. 


ions of the World (fo confiſtent with Profeſſm!) 


embrace the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked Warlq, 


and all the finful Appetites, Defires, and Lufts 6 the 
Fleſh. Nor modiſh Tafte, nor worldly Wiſdom, no 
claſſic Learning digeſt the Articles of the Chr:i/tia'; 
Faith: much leis can worldly Happineſs (for it j; 
ſtill feeding on the forbidden Tree) reliſh the Love of 
GOD, or keep his Commandments, Thus, I (ay, 
is the poor nominal one, the almoſt Chriſtian, not only 
left in his natural Stare; naked of the divine Image, 


Ignorant, helpleſs, guilty, pulluted, miterable: hut 


through a prefumptuous, falſe, wnc:wertins Depen- 
dence on a CHRIST, whom yet he knows nothiny of, 
and whoſe Spirit, to» quicken and make him holy. he 
abuminaies: and, chrough that fatal Deceit, negleds 
even what the one Talent teaches an honeſt Heatly, 
90 that between tw, and enjoying the Benefit of n:- 
ther, the mmminal Chriſtian has no religion at all—— 
between an Opinion, a Phantom. of Faith ! throuvh z 


f int Notion of it (neglecting ethnic Honeſty and $0- 


wn 


1 Pet, 1.15. 


13 


*3 


Jv 


Cor, 2 


3, 


d, 9. 


T3 


briety) he is worſe than nothing—the wickedeft of 
Men—the moſt wretched of all thoſe, who launch into 
Etermty. | | 
Inſtead then of enumerating the many agoravatid 
Sins of Chrittians*—QChriſtians jo calked; for the mul 
Chriſtian cannot commit them, 1ays St. Fobn, becaule 
his (Chrilt's) Sced remaincih in him; but is holy in 
Heart and Converſation, as he who hath called him, 
is holy. And holy he is through the Mmi/tration if the 
Stirit; the {ini/tratim of Righteouſneſs ; as the Gojpil is 
called in contradiftincuon to the ++ Miniftration df 
« Condemnation,” the «+ Miniſtration of Death.” 
Let us not then 1 fay, my Brethren, draw the black 
Character of Chritian Sins, fimſhed by the Apgytle (in 
his Propuecy of th<'e la/?, theſe perilous Times) 1n 9 
« Frm of Godlineſs, denying the POWER thereof ;” bit 
lit us rather ſet the Axe to the Root of them ; and, to- 
gether 
* 2:irted Sins! a Cariſtian Knave, a Chriſtian Worldling, 2 Chrt- 
#121 Swearer and Pretanzr of GOD's holy Name, 1s not on'y Blaſphemh, 
Fut a Quntreg.ttion in Terms ! 
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(9) 

gether with His Majeſty +, and the whole People of this 

Land, let us proftrate ourſelves betore the 'Throne of 

Grace, in order to obtain Pardon of them, though of 

the deepeſt Die. Let us, on tis public Occaſion, hum- 

ble ourſelves in deprecating and lamenting the never- 

enough-to-be-Jamented Causts of the Sins of nomin2l 

Chriſtendom. And inſtead of praying that GOD would 

enable us to deſtroy our Chrittian Brethren in Battle, 

jet us reflect on the Petitions we have juſt been offer- 

ing up for them ; and implore his Grace, that we all, 

who, in ContradiCtion to his Goſpel-Spirit, are now 

devouring one another with Fire and Sword, with Ra- 

vaze and Deſolation; may be ſo Chriſtian indeed, as 

that we may embrace one another with the Arms of 

Love—that all who are called Chriſtian may be to link- 

ed together in the Bands of Peace and Holineſs, that 

arain it may be ſaid by the Heathen World, 4 vee how 

« theſe Chriſtians love one another” — that we all, who 

are ſo caJled, may wear the d;/tinguifhing Livery ; << By 

* THis ſhall all Men know thac ye are my Diſciples, if 1,, 

« ye have Love one to another” — that the helliſh, 

the worldly Spirits ot Pride, Ambition, Wrath, Strife, 

Self, Envy, Jealouſy, Hatred, Revenge, Milchiet, and 

urder, being ſwallowed up in the Spirit of Union ; 

the Followers of JEsUs may grow up mto him in all 

Things, who is the Had of the Church ; or may be fo Tobel. 4 

drilieuized into him, that, as it is propheſied of his 9 7% 

Kingiom, Men may beat their Swords into Plnw- Shares 

aud their Spears wito Pruning- Hooks, that Nation may not 

bjt up its Szword againſt Nation, nor learn War any more ! Ifa. 2, 4. 
One of the ſad Carſes then of the Decline, if not 

utter Loſs, of a Goſpel-Spirit, for which all true Chri- 

fans are, this Day, lamenting with us, in the pathe- 

tic Words of Jeremiah in the Text; is, that, the Sha- 

ar is taken for its Sub/tance; its Name for the Thins ; 

its Letter without the Spirit z its Ordinances for the 

Thing they only Jad to; its Profeſſion®* for the Life 

| and 


13. 35. 


} Sec the royal Proclamation. 

* Profifſion enough there is, and that highly eſteemed and richly 
adorned with all the Honours and Emoluments that ts World can give, 
while its Spirit, (the Spirit of the Goſpel, like its Maſter) knows not 
Where to lay its Head, Luke ix, 53, 
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and Power thereof, "Though it muſt be confeſſed, t}:;+ 


m_— 


this Profej/in is ſupported with'all that Man « dy, | 
But how weak and impotent when the ©** Arm of th- 
Ih. 33. 1, Lord” aloe can conquer Sin—when it, As It is juſtly : 
Pl. 96, called the *©* Strength of Salvation,” 1s alone ſufficient ty j 
fubdue the Principalities and Powers of Hell, Though 
it muſt be acknowledged, I fay, to the Honour of tits ; 
Preachers, that it 15 blefſodly philoſaphized, adorned ard ( 
ſtrengthened with Heathen Ethics and claſſic Elegance : 
while its Spit, that ſhould give Life—while Its heay- 
enly Truths, that ſhould lead us into its Kingdom (VIZ. ; 
« Immanuel,” * Chriſt in you,” < New-Birth,” & Ec.) : 
are decently buried, being neatly wrapped up in the 
Mictapnor and Figure of ſcholaſtic Wit, of School-D:i. þ 
x vinity, of human Proviſions for its Support, of wor'dly . 
od Wiſdom, which never yet knew GOD : the blind Lead: i 
i 160 1-21- ers of the Blind (throughout both Prote/tant and £opuf F 
8 Chriſtendom) falling into the Ditch topether; anſenjible }. 
i3Y of 3OD's Judgments hanging over them—-the Vial: | 
+7Y Rev. 10. of his Wrath pouring out (in his laſt Plagues it may be) 7 
18 not barely to deſtroy Artichri/t ; but on Account of the 7 
hs 7 ing lamented, «Fg Loss oF a GosPEL SPIRIT,” Mi 
1 of its MyHteries, Blefings, and Powers, intended for | 7 
ii the Salvation of Sauls | c 
Ir. Oh Hardneſs of Heart! utter Infenſibility under "i 
i: GOD's Chaſtiſements! Whilk theſe awful Judgments "i 
7 3 of War, Ravage, and Deſolation are on the KLarth; pl 
{'j : ;nftead of learning Righteouineſs, as the Prophet avs _ 
a8 fa. 25.9: ye ſhould do—inſtead of embracing the Righteouſnel 
[1 of Chriſt; our unawakened Profeſſors, our formal, dc- of 
cent Chriſtians, are eating and drinking, and riſing uv WF » 
to play. So like the formal, profeſling Fews of oil, WF t 
when ALL was at ſtake with them. ** In that Day, tavs 
Ifz. 22; 12, *© the Prophet 7/ar4h, did theLord GOD of Hofts call if ju 
RE OG + Weeping and ] Mourning, and to girding with oack- Fa 
« cloth, and behold Toy and Gladnels, ſlaying of Oxen WW & 
« and killing of Sal eating of Fleſh and drinking 0! n 
& \Wine, with this hardened Saying i in their Moutns, L: WM pr 
&« ws et and drink, for To-morrow we ſhall dic.” th 
And wut the Mourners in Zjon—the Partakers of tis 
the Ayictions of the Gafpel, be obliged to align Oter 
Cares to augment their Sorrow—be obliged to ute! 6 
| their Grief yt ns. under the ju! Chaitiſements of WE 
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War and Depopulation of Chriſtian Countr'es; and the 


yet more-to-be-lamented Cauſes thereof, while our 
rave Formaliſts and celebrated Profeſſors '(whom no- 
thing but the laſt Trumpet will awaken) care for none 
of theſe Things ; healing the Hurt of the. Daughter of my , ,, 
People ſlightly, ſaying, Peace, Peace, where there 1s 
no Peace; for © theſe (it ſeems with th:m) are the 
Days of the Church's Peace”? — Peace of the Chriſtian 
Church alas! ſo miſerably vent and diſtracted*! when 
one Chriſtian Nation is riſing againft another —King- 
dom againft Ringdom—< a Kingdom indeed divided 
« againſt itſelf !”? but indeed it muſt be fo, when, con- 
trary to our Lord's own Eſtabliſhment of it, it is made Joh, 18. 35. 
(through Conformity to the World, through the Poli- 
cizs and Wiſdom of Men) © a Kingdom of this World !” 
and it's Peace, a Peace with Satan, the Prince thereof, J0ns-14- $0. 
who, through fruitleſs, empty Profeſſion, and through 
Firm without the Pow-r of Godlineſs, keepetn his Pa- 
lace in Peace | Oh that my Head were Vaters, (does ev- 
ery Chriſtian Heart ſay) and mine Eyes, a Fountain of 
Tears, that I might weep Day and Night for the Slain of the 
Daughter of my Peofie / 
The Cauſes then (the melancholy Cauſes) of the 
Pall of Chriflend;m {though many others there ate) may 
chiefly be reduced to theſe four : 1. Unbelzef, through 
iack of Knowledge. 2. Taking the Thing in gueſtim 
for granted. 3. Defertion of, or falling from Princ- 
pies. 4. Tenorance of the Times, and what Spirit we 
are of, or ſhould be of. 2 
The CharaQers of Faith (for it is GOD's Gift, it is Ephed, 2. 8. 
of the Operation of GOD) are ; that all Things are6, . .. 
poifible to zt; that he that believeth, is born of God; x1otn 5. r, 
taat it is, the Victory that overcometh the World. Ws: 
| Now is this the Standard whereby Believers are to be | 
judged of, and that by him, who has ſtated their Cha- 
racter? There are the Believers? where are the Chti- 
ſtians fled? they are thinly fown—the inv;/ibl Church | 
indeed !\—buyried in the Crawd of Profeflors. Or, as 
prophefied of by the beloved Apoſtle, they are fled with 
the JVoman, the truly Chriſtian Church ! into the Wil- | 
derneſs: | 


18,17, 


12.2, 


With Schiſms and glatiating Cpinions, bitine and deuouring one arc 


Rev. 12, 


2 T heſl, 2, 
| J» 
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derneſs: where ſtay ſhe mu/?, and her Witnefſes mit. 
ſter to her in Sackcloth (while they that dwell on the 
Earth, rejoice over them, becauſe they torment them) 
till the thouſand two hundred and three ſcore Days of 
Antichrifl (the Man of Sin) be happily ended : when 
with his grand Support (Unbelizf, and Satan its Author) 
he ſha]l be ſent to the bottomleſs Pit. 

UNBELIEF then is the great Carnſe of all other, of the 
Full of Chriſtianity. For as Man's Departure from 
GOD and Happineſs was occafioned, at firft, through 
Dijtru/t; fo the one only Means, contrived through the 
Wiſdom and Love of GOD, to bring him back again 
into a State of Dependence and Happineſs, is Faitz 
as it implies Fraelity and Reliance, and Confidence in, 
GOD, as wcll as af/ent. And therefore the loving Call 
throughout the whole Goſpel, is, ** Come wnto ne,” 
« Beteve and be faved:” To which Antichrift is daily op- 
poſing the Se/f- /ufficiency of Man ; and has continued to 
do ſo, ever tince he ſaid to the whole human Nature in 
ApamMand Eve, © Yea, hath GOD ſaid, ye ſhall not 
« eat of every I ree in the Garden” —has he ſaid, ye 
ſhall not be happy in the Creature as well as himſelf, or 
in created Good writhout him ? hinc ile lachryme ! bee 
is the Source of Unbelief. And beſides. this early Im- 
plantation, this deep Root, it.is continued in Individu- 
als through Want of Inſtruction, as well as contempt 


John 6. 45: of the Teachings of GOD's Spirit* : My yeople, GOD 
complains) are deſtroyed through lack of Knowledge, tor | 


how fhall they call on him, in whom they have not belicved? 
and how ſhall they believe m him, of whom they have nit 
heard? and how ſhall they hear without a Preacher © 
Though alas! where the Goſpel 7s preached ; to thoſe, 
who periſh, that Preaching of the Croſs 1s Foolfhnejs: 
for the above Reaſon ; which to the Believing and Sa- 
ved, 1s the Power of GOD—<«< CurIsT THE POWER 
« oF GOD, anD THE Wisbom or GOD!” 
The fecond Cauſe, we lament, of the Fall of 
Chriſtendom, is «the taking the Thing in gue/i:on, for 
granted ;” namely, that all they are Chriſtians indeed 
who axe content with the outward Sign in Baptiſm, 
without the Thing ſignified, the Death unto Sin, the 
new Birth unto Righteouſneſs—who are baptized 
outwwaruly 
* Collett for Whitſunday, 


C13) 

outwardly only with Water, without the Baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; which is our Lord's own Baptiſm. For 
ſo ſays the Bapri/t himſelf, I indeed baptize you with 
Water, but he that cometh after me, ſhall baptize you 
with the Zoly Gho/l. And St. Parl explains the Ends 
and Purpoſes of Chriſtian Baptiſm, as expreſſive of the 
whole Goſpel, through CHRIST as *©the Bruiſer of the 
« Jerpent's Head in us;” know ye not, ſays he, that 5 
many of us as are baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, are baptized 
into bis Death, therefore we are buried with him by Bap- 
tiſm into Death, that like as Chrift was raijed up from the 
Dead by the Glory of the Father ; even ſo, we alſo (as 
baptized into him) ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life; for 


if we have been planted together in the Likeneſs of his Rom, 6, 


EATH, we ſhall be alſo tn the Likeneſs of his Reſurrec- 
tron* : knowing THIS, that our old Man 1s crucified with 
h.m, that the Body of Sin might be deſtroyed. And again, 
full more expreſsly with regard to us, us who are, (with 
Adam) itript naked of the Image of GOD; in the 
Epiſtle to the Galatians: Ye are all the Children of GOD 


by Fauth im Chriſt Feſus, for as many of you as have —Y 25 


been baptized iNTo Jeſus Chriſt, have pUT oN 
Chriſt, 
THis is that UnQtion, that Chriſlianity— this is 
that Baptiſm zzta Chriſt, which makes the natural 
Man (however ethnically accompliſhed) a Chriftiaz. 
For it is the inward and ſpiritual Grace ſignified by the 
*utward Immerſion or Sprinkling—it is his *« Death 
* unto din,” as well as © new Birth unto Righteoul- 
* nels;” or his **renouncing the Devil and all his 
& Works.” And after this Renunciation of the Devil+, 
which 


* Such CoxnFormiTy to Chrift, ſuch being as their Maſter (Luke 
b. 40.) is hateful to an Artincmian Spirit. Shall we fay, for © bruifing 
the Serpent's Head,” or for being © under the Law ?”* No. It is enough 
for them, that Chriſt ſuffered, that Chriſt died, that Chrif/ beheved, that 
Ubrift obeyed; that uz was meek, humble. lovinz, patient, and ieſign= 
ed, No need therefore of Conformity, to him in any reſpe&t. But let 
Nature live as undiſturbed, as unrenewed as it can, tiH it can fin no longer. 

Þ So politely evaded, in theſe Days, by a Bow and Curtſha, for the 
whole baptiſmal Stipulation! How ſadly are our Church s pious De- 
ſigns abuſed! What a polite Thing is Sponſorſhip now become from its 
PAN, as weighty and important primitive Inſtitution ? How coi rt--d 
by thoſe, who know nothing of its Spirit ? How pleaſant and delightiul a 
Vhing is the Croſs (for this 18 its Spirit) now become ? Let all, whe 
deſpeak Sponſorſhip, or undertake it, firſt read over carefully the Office of 
Baptiſm, and conſider the weighty Charge they take upon thera, ans 

ow ditterent it is from its bows Light and mediſh Ceremony. 
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which is but another Word for that Repentance 
* whereby we forſake Sin;z” the truly Baptized, 
believes or truſts in GOD, and ſo is happy in Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and ze/?rfies this Repentance 
and Faith in the TrintTY, by that Love and Obe- 


Rom, 13.10. dience, which is the fulfillng of the Law. 


Now this poor Subterfuge—this Evafion of the 
Intent and Efficacy of the divine Ordinance, inflituted 
by Chriſt to reſtore the loſt Likeneſs of Father, S:n, 
and [ly Ghe/t in Mens Hearts—this taking the 
Thing in queſtion, for granted—this re/iing mn the 
Sign without the Thing fignified, accounts for the 
Wickedneſs of nominal Chriſtians; Nommality in Bap- 
tiſm ever producing Neminality in Life. Whereas 
the Anointed of GOD, the true Chriſtian cannot be 
fuch; tor through his Un9:n from the Hely One, and 
his Baptiſm into the Death of Chriit, he 1s dead (or 
with the Apoſtle daily dying) to vin ; his Life being vid 
with Chriſt in GOD. For as the Apoitle ſpeaks of 
Circumciſion, the cutward Sign of GOD's Covenant 
with Abraham and his Children ; fo of Baptiſm, which 
has ſucceeded in its i lace: « He 1s not a_ Chriſtian, 

23, *< who isone outwardly, neither is that Baptiſm, which 
<« 1s outward on the Body, but he is a Chriſtian, which 
<« 1s one 7varaly, and Baptitm 1s that of the #Zecr7, m 
« the Spirit, and not in the Letter, whole Praile is 
& not of Men, but of GOD.” _ 

We lament, thirdly, the Defertion of, or faii'ng 
from divine Principles, as a chicf Cauſe of the Fa: 
of the Chriſtian Church. ** Thea haſt a NAME 1.4 
« thou liveft and art dead,” may Chrilt ill fay to tte 
whole catholic Church. And yet though, fall it be, 
in the general, from its Faith, trom its Un&ion, anc 
Conte quently | from its 7/05; (for they all, both Faiti 

and Works, proceed from the fame divine Source}, 
and are ſeparable trom Cach other) yet has Chrift p13 


decret-ones, his faithful Dilciples in every Denoimin2- 
Ts 


T0 ſeparatd e Faith from its neceſiary Fruits, called good Works, 1s 3! 
ALbule of Scripture, and as abturd in rhe Nature of "Things, as to Crane 
_ Cauſe from EfteR, or © Life from its living Operations :*? they #7 
both in his Aroin!, Sons: '4 tne Work of GOD. However ozon Works, 01 
the Works of the natural Man, or the ceremonial Worlss of the tye: iCal 
Liw, be rejeted by St, Pal, 


(15) 
| tion thereof, {notwithſtanding Popiſh and Proteſtant 
| Sirgularities, neither of them irreproveable) who re- 
| ceive him, and are conformed to his whole Praceſs, 
| 50m his Birth to his Aſcenſion; and who are not , Tm, +, r, 
| :ſhamed (even in thete Jaft perilous Times) to confets 
1m before Men, and a'fcribe all their Salvation both 
t £m Sin #9w, and from its Jages hereafter, to him and 
E his divine Undn in their Hearts; in whom (however 
E deſpiſed and rejefled of Jen) the romife to his Church, 

is thll verified, ** that the Gates of Izell fall not prevail Mat.16. 18. 
« again/t 17” : and for whole Sake, | may venture to fay,- | 
the Mercy, Patience, and Long-Suftering of GOD, 
are till continued to the 7h, 
| How far the Church of Ezz/and in particular, is 
& fallen from its divine, its ſcriptural Principles, is 
E {:zily confirmed by its popular Maxims, its Rudimeonts of 6, & 
E the World, which are not after Chr;/7; as well as by its 


E Proafices, which alas ! fall far ſhort of Freathen Honeſty : 

E tn2t it needed not the fn/hmg Stroke of Dijyniſitors, 

End Autnors - of the Zxpedrency to prove it. Let all 

| Clritend;m then liſten to thett Words of its divine 

E ficad ; Remember how thou baft reatued ard heard; re- Rev. 5. 
E rimanver from whence incu art faliza, and repeiit. and ds 

Et; fir/t Lorks, or elſe I twill come unto thee quickly, and 
proul remove thy Candleſtick out of its Place, except thou re- 
rt. Oh! that all Chriftind:m were properly affected at 
Wtals juſt Menace againlt it! that its Head tore Faters, 
pu its Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that it might weep Day 
pee IVight for the Slain of the Daughter of its Perple ! = 

= tourthly and laſtly, Let us, lament this Dav, ;; 
t':s Dey of Trouble and Reluke; and humble our Souls 
Ebctoze GOD, for our Ignorance of the Times we are in 

por our {onorance of the Sp:ri1 wwe are of (2s our Lord 

plad to his Diſciples) or /5uld be oi. Our Lord re- 

[proved the wicked and adulterous Generation he was 

among, in that they difcerned not the Signs of the Times 


Mat. 16, 4. 


» 
2” b rebuked alſo his own Apoſtles who, like our 
pe <nt warring Chriſtians, were for calling Fire from jc, -- 
Cav 


en to deſtroy their Enemies, that they ** new Ver. <q. 
' mt what manner of Spirit they were of.” And ſuch, 
6. reſpects, are the generality of our preſent Race of 
Piriftians, fo called. For if Chriſtians they tri!y were, 
ty would know 'to make out their Title to that 6i- 
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(16) 
vine Name) that they were ANOINTED #»to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; that of his Spirit, they mult be, if they lookeg 


Luke 6, 4o. to be (again) perfecth—that to be chri/lianized, we 


muſt drin# into the My/teries, Blſings and Pavers of 
his Goſpel and Kingdom: And did they knoy, 
what Spirit they are of ; ſo far from Wars and Blood. 
ſhed—from Ravage and Deſolation of one Chriftian 


Mat. 20,25, Country by another : that Pride and Wrath, Envy and 


26, 


Jam, 4. 1, 


Joh. 16. 14. 


Jeb. 14, 26. 


—15. 26, 


Eph, 4. 


Strife, Ambition and Dominion, Hatred and Revenge 
(the helliſh Cauſe of Wars and Fightings, lays $t, 
7ames) would not once be named among the An1nzed 
of GOD. ne 

But how ignorant are we of this Time, which our 
very Name ſhould conſtantly remind us of—that in- 
portant Time, to which even our Lord's Teaching in 
Perſon was but ſubſervient? For, appriſing them of 
ſomething /til! higher, he tells his Diſciples, [ have yet 
many Things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them xow: 
but when HE, the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide ju 
into all Truth. And to ſignify that this ſhould be un- 
Cer his own Direction, and to compleat his Miniftra- 
tion, he adds, he hall glorify me, for he ſhall reciive if 
mine, and fhal! ſhew it unto you. And to ſhew moreoucr 
that this chr;/11antzing opirit was to proceed from the 
Father allo, he adds, the Comforter, which 1s the HoL! 
GHosT, wozm THE FATHER will ſend in my Nani, 
he ſhall teach you all Things, and bring all Thirgs ts yur 
Remembrance, whatſoever 1 have ſaid unto you— ev 1 the 
Spirit of Truth which proceedeth from the F a1 £8, HE 
ſhall teſtify of me. Laſtly, he fixes the Time, tor ths 
moſt blefled Vouchſatement of Grace and Love, that 
{ſhould diſpenſe Gifts unto Men for the perfecting of 7: 
Saints; for the JVork of the Miniſtry; for the edijyiig 
the Boay of Chriſt ; till we all come (again) unto a perjcs 
Man. Where he ſays, © When I am lifted up from tie 
« Farth (by my #ſcenfion into Heaven) I will draw all 
« Men unto me.” in all plainly alluding to a #1g#7 
Diſpenjation to come; even TBE MINISTRATION OE 
THE SPIRYP | when the divine Life from which Man 


fell, ſhould be again opened in all belreving Hearts— 
EA waen 


& KaTheT(Hrey08 reftored ; as *he Word Katoeritu fignifies, T.uxaid 
membra in juum lecum, cu ſecem naturalem repono, Palor Lex. 
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| (-17:.) 
then, 25 our Lord tells all true Chriſtians, that they 
would know, that he 7s in the Father (GOD oF GOD!) 
Þ /b:114 they be in him, and he in them ; that is, re/fored in 
the divine Image again by having HIM, as at their 
} riginal Creation, formed in their Hearts the old Adam, 
&: our Church prays||, © being /o buried, that the new 
Ii: may be raiſed up in them" © the HZaly Sprrit in all 
ET hings direitig arid ruling their Hearts*,” bringing 
th the Fruits of the Spirit” —** by his holy Inſpira- 
K tion clean/ing the Thoughts (the Aﬀections, Luſts, and 
* D:/res) of their Heartsf,” making them think thoſe 
Things that are good, arid by his merciful Guiding 
&rer to perform the ſame.” ; 
© Now for want of kriowing this bleſſed Time, or 
&r want of knowing what happy Diſpenſation they are 
Ender; for want of knowing what Spirit they are of, it 
k, that ignorant Profeſſors, and nominal Chriſtians are 
What they are—the worlt of Men! not only a Scandal 
© their Profefſion, but a Reproach to Humanity; the 
Devil raging in them on Account of their Name from 
CirrsT, his utmoſt Malice being levelled at the King- 
Em of GOD—at the «* KErixcpom oF THE GosPEL” 
I their Hearts | For alas! worſe Things have been, 
and ARE done by the Profeſſion without the Power of 
Chriſtianity, than by any other Claſs of Men on the 
FFarth : Such (for inſtance) as the unjuſt Invaſion of 
Ehcir Poſſeflions and ſhedding the Blood of the honeſter 
Bathes in South- America by the Chriſtian Spainards(a / ; 
F C the 


{ || Read carefully and digeſt the Office of Public Baptiſm, 
© * Coll. the 19th Sunday after Trinity. 

ET Litany, | | 
{ I Coll. at the beginning of the Communion-Office. 

+ I Coll. 5th Sunday atter Eaſtcr. : | 
| \a) What may we fay of the © Society of Feſus,” as their Name would 
Mmnort—of thoſe nominal Chriſtians, the Jeſuits ? ſurely their DeteRtion ; 
ber Difprace ang Overthrow, conſequent thereon, 1s not only a Proof 

bot the Nominality of Chriftians, and of what has been ſaid, that Chri- 


Gen, I. 26, 
7: 
Gal. 4. 19, 


Winity is the «2vor# of Religions ;** if it imply not UNcTIoON : buta.. 


FEmarkable beginning (one would hope) of the Downfall if AnTricurisT, 
and of his Spirit through the <uhbs/e Extent of the catholic Church of 
Griſt, From them (if there were not a Cloud of Witneſſes in common 
L e, and in every Part of C-riftendom, as well as the Papacy} we 
DiY l2e what Chriſtianity is without the Anzintizg of the Spirit of Chriſt 
P-what x15 Kingdom, * that is nt of this World,” is, when under the 


# Rudiments of this World,” under «the PFraditions of Men,” (Col. 


BS.) or an abſilute Management, and ToTai Direftion of Om 
. | Wiſdom 


© - 
< - F __ E - 
% Xx +=” - Eg - —_— vL II M n wy 


% V2 Ion 


7 \y 


(18) 
the Murder of Chriſtians by Chriſtians in the Ma, 
cre of Paris, and the yet more inhuman Slaughter 
Proteſtants by Proteſtants, of Engliſhmen by Enzliſhy; 
to the cuiting ot their King's Head, in the grand Re 
bellion in our own Land. *© What natural Ripht of 
«© Man, what ſupernatural Virtue, which Chrif 
* brought down from Heaven, was not here trodde; 
& under Foot! All that we have ever read, or heard 
&* of Heathen Barbariry was here out-done by Chrifi 
& ans!” nor has Time, nor Experience, nor Reflec. 
tion on theſe Jbu/es of Chriſtianity mended the Mat. 
ter. Profe/Jon will ever be Profeſſion ; Hypacriſy wil 
ever be Fjpocriſy. For take into the 7\ccount the 
worſe than high-way Robbery, the preſent ſavage Bar. 
barity of {tripping the Ship-wwrecked Perions* ot whatthe 
more merciful Storm ; of what the leſs hard Rocks; 
of what the leſs voracious oand-banks, have left them; 


and 


Wiſdom and Prugcnce. only: os it 2:vft be, 27? the World ſhall approxe 
of wiiat it now detefts, as Enthutiaſm. But 1::deed Antichriſt reigns and 
lords it over Chriftendom, <vhere ever Chriſt afone, with the Powers aud 
Fruits of his Kingdom, is not offered and preached to the People; ori; 
not received, and joyſully and teartily embraced by them, as the *oxz 
©« THING NEEDFUL  *—needſu} indeed to thoie, that have loft the 
Ima'e of GUN, and can be neither good nor happy, till rr in it! 
In thort, Aztichri} tyrannizes over Chriſtians (who 1n Chri? jþould te 
wade free) where ever Antiunfion or Antimeſſiaſiſm prevails over the 
Spirit and 7.tent of the Goſpel—where ever Chriſt in the Power of his 
coming and firſt Deſign to © bruiſe the Serpent's Head,” by Giro ou RF 
Prophet, Prieſt, and Ki. g, is not confermed to; and his 2vhv/e Proceſs a WM dilns 
the nccefſary Means, as the ſeveral Steps of our Reſtoration 1s not drark RF Aut 
into, | TW, 
We read, in the public Accounts, that the Parliaments of Pari:, R:ws WW 
and Rennes have declared, upon full Evidence, © that the eſuits are no! Bp and 
<< Chriſtians,” But are there juſt ſuch Men in other Departments 0: 8 
Chriftendom 9? are there among Proteſtants alſo Men proudly learned, 


that ſnuff at the T*acbings of GOD's Spirit, and the Means, gere-'y, WH | 
neceflary thereto, his revealed Word ?- are there among them, worid'y, Wl "am 
covetous, proud, ſ:nſual, crafty, ſelfiſh, envious, wrathful, malicious, Wa & 
unjuſt, knaviſh Chriſtians (thoſe Tempers of Satan ! )—1t ſo, it 150 be i 
feared, that thouok loud and extenſive Profeſſion be z yet the truly % WF. 

nointed, the ral Chriſtians, are ſtill, © the LITTLE FLOCK P* Like * 


X11. 22. | | ® 
* Blctſ2d be GOD, our human, benevolent Kirg has ſhewn h!s De- RE * 
tctation of ſuch Barbarity ated in his Country ; and (at his ow? Ex 


pence) has given a pra&tical Rebke to the moſt Chriſtian King. Whit i - 
thould hinder then (as there 1s a loud Call for it) a ſeverc, a jzfs Lav to 0 
be enated againft uch helliſh PraRices? a Fine of 10o/, upon cl Be 
Pzriſh where ſuch Things are committed, and To/, upon &v'y In- 1 
d:vidu:i concerned; and the whole Wreck preſerved by Pariſh»Officer 


ror the Pencfit of the diſtreſſed Ship-wrecked? 
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( 19 ) 


ind compare the ſcalping Americans or Hottentots with 


heſe Chriſtians, and judge which have more of the 
an, or reaſonable Creature left in them. Nay, look 
21 19 at all European Chriſtendom failing round the 
lobe, with Fire and Sword, and every murdering 
it of War to ſeize the Pofſeffions and deſtroy tre In- 
tbitants of Chri/tian Countries |. Oh | never enough- 
o-be-lamented State of the Go/pel-Church at this 
ime! Where is Love ? where is the Chri/tian Badge, 
* By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Difciples, Toh. 14. -+. 
6 if ye have Love one for anothef.” And zh:s the 


Reſult too of mature Counci!ls and States ! 


But is it better in private Life? that cannot be: 
for States are compoſed of [rdividuals. To pats by 


then, what even the World that loveth its own, allow- 
th to be Sin—what is ſcandalous only in Opin, 
Reputation, or falſe Honor (for SELF 1s its great 1- 
Kol) not GOD's 
Soul, or Heart-Sin : to \ 
Ithat is, the Idolatry of Gold—of Go!d in a more 
convenient, compact, 
of groſs Images: to ſave the Pain of enumeracing the 
Ebaſe Sins of Injuſtice, Fraud, and Diſhoneſty—the 
bbcaſtly Sins of Senſuality and Iutemperance—thoſe Sins, 
For which Profit and Pleaſure are pleaded in Excule ; 
Ewhat ſhall we ſay for thoſe (therefore more heinous) 
poins, that can plead meather—nothing but Contempt of 
FAuthority|}, thoſe Sins that are committed through 
EDiſaffeftiom to GOD, and utter Contempt of his Name? 
band Authority — profane Curſing, Swearing!l, and 


Law, much leſs {mpurity of 


paſs by, I ſay, Covetouineſs, 
that 


portable Form, than 


2 dammng 


! hed *,4* . . . 
| j Swearing on trifling Occafions, and in common Converſation 3s 


| countenanced by /azvſu! Oaths, if any ſuch there can be, when the great 
| {079-7iver has ſaid, © Sevear not at all.” By bc:h, that great Name ot 
| 3d before which Arch-angels lie proſtrate, is become cheap and vile. 
LE YPat, with Law-Oaths (ſays a good Writer on the Occafion) Corpo 
E Tation - Oaths, Office - Oaths, Trade- Oaths, Qualification - Gaths, 


* Simony-Oaths, Bribery-Oaths, EleQion-Oaths, Go. Tc, Ze. there +: 


{c ' . . . . . ** 11 ez. 
lb more Swearing and For-{wearing in this Chriſtian Land, than ail I2if- 
| {ory reports of any Idol-worthipping Nation !”” A Matter ture, that our 


Caves of Spiritualities might remonſtrate againſtin their auguſt Aflem- 
ies, and provide ſome other Security for the Diſcharge of Truſts and 


| Offices (eſpecially for the Ungodly, for ſuch as hve **evirhour GOD in 


i 


the World,” in Temporals as well as Spiritual: } than Oaths and Sacra - 
mental Teſts, And indeed the lawful Prattice is in itſelf abſurd and ewa- 


| © For what Obligation can an Oath or receiving the Sacrament Jay 
| O- Man, who hardly believes in GOD, or /aughs at that Faith in 
| Chrif, by which the Fuft (the Chriſtian) /iverb (Gal, 3. 17 Hab, 2, 


&) and is inwardly nouriſhed? of which the ſacramental PattaKing (ia 


the loweſt Senſe) is a Typ, 
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damning ourſelves and others; /formmg at GON) ng 
ſcoffing at his revealed "Truths: for which, a; th 
Prophet ſays, our Land mourneth—mourns inde, 
under a Weight of Debt, a Weight of Taxes, | 
Drain of Money to provide the In/lruments of Dei! 
an exceſſive Price on all the Neceſfaries of Life; ag 
Inclemency of Weather, by which ſeveral have periſhed, 
( ** He groeth Snow like Fool, who is able (many hay 
<© had Reaſon to ſay) 7 abide his Frojt 1” ) belides 
War deſttuQtive in every Shape. 

And is all that we fſufter, at this Time, both jp 
Cauſe and Efc#?, the juſt Judgment oft GOD up 
us? and are we znfenſtble under it! do we not tvyn þ 
him that ſmiteth us and beſides our outtvard Sins—oy 
confeſſed Abominations, is the Wrath of GOD, in 
particular, upon this People ſor their Ignorance « 
what they are—CHRISTIANS! Perſons ANOINTED |j 
the Spirit of GUD !—or their Ignorance oi the Diſpn- 
{ation we are under, namely, the PENTECOSTAL: 


that of the Deſcent of the Hely Ghoft; emphatically 


called by the Apoltle, ** the /inftration of the pint?” 
VV hat a Sign all thzs both of a hardened People and of 
© Vengeance to the uttermoit,” without true Ct 
ver/ion of Heart, and a $:u-for/aking Repentance | 
And that both Law, and Gofpel (while our Lon 
was on Earth, for zt/elf is Goſpel in its h:ghe/t Power) 
were ſublervient and preparatory (as have been ia, 
to this la? Diſpe ation, which giveth Ability to fulhi 
BOTH ; for it aizne can beget Love #5 GOD and ia: : 
evidctit from our Lord's ſaying, that he came to fu}. 
the Law and the Prophets; as allo from St. Pau/'s calling 


him a * Writer of Circumciſion.” And indeed bt 


o y . . x */ 
erunently was fo, as, in his Character of the Brujer 
af the Scrpent's Head, he enjoined his Diſciples and i 


! 


. them, all true Chriſtians, to ** deny themſelves, 19 
-. **. pull out the Eye,” © to cut of the Hand,” « to hate 


6 their own Life,” that is, to mortify their Concup! 
ſcence, and ſlay thoſe falln Tempers and Aﬀections 
which bad uſurped the "Throne of GOD in Mens 
Hearts. For all theſe neceflary Commands ot ov: 
Lord were the Sud/tance, the Thing ſggmped, the it 
word and ſpiritual Grace of the outward S797 of Cit- 
cumciton given to Avraham, if he and tis Children 
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| Spirit to abide with his Church forever. 


rt 2)» Hos 


(21) 
would walk before GOD and be (again) prrfo : 


which was the Covenant itlelf. 

Our Lord from the Date of Penteco/?—from the Time 
of ſenling the Paraclete, the Advocate, the Comforter, 
was to rule in Mens Hearts by his Spirit, having aton- 
ed for their Sins by his Blood—to rule in Mens Hearts, 
I fay, in order to reſtore the divine Image, by beget-,,., 
ing in them te Afind that was in Chrift: and by this 
And there- 
fore before he aſcended into Heaven he acquaints his 
Church of his Delign, that now Mankind were pre- 
pared under. the Zaw and his own divine Feaching 


Gen. T. 0, 


2. Go 


| for the End of all, the ons Thing neceſſary; namely; 


| the-new Creation, he would do THIS by his Spirit, the Jok. 
| creating Spirit, that thould recerve of him, and ſhew 
© {apply the Merits of his Mediation) to us; that 


16, 14, 


1 ſhould abide with his Church through all Ages—that 


| ſhould lead his Diſciples into all Truth; for the n7i- 


j zally Chriſtian World would nat receive him, becani: 


| (waat through /Z:/m, what through Senſughty) it _ 
Þ ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him : and commands OO 
| them to wait for this Blefinz—this Blefling of Ble(- 
| fings to 2bgſe, who have loſt their all, their Holineſs, , DS 6 
E their Happineſs with the divine Likeneſs—to wait till 4%. ;. —= 
> they ſhould be exdowed with Power fron 2 bigh. 
From whence we may ſee (however not thought 

| fo, at leaſt not expreſied in their Teachings or Writ- 
& w3s by forme much awakenedF) that, as Chriſtians, we 

| -have 


| \ We muſt ſuppoſe the azvakened Teachers, who labour wore abrjrdnc te 
92 2! others in Chriſt's Vinevard—we mufl tupyoſe, that they ad- 
| TURN nothing but on this grand Hypotheſis 3 viz. the Dottrine of ths 
E Hi; GhofP: Agency, or ths Church's FI FLEA 
p27 —we muſt ſuppoſe (or their Building is without Foundatic') 
| Nt fhev advance nothing but on this great revoared Frau, Ina Word, 
Wwe mut luppoſe, that their ſcriptural and reſrmed (oftrines or Awalee::- 

| wa T wp attcapr and, of ſpiritual Reproofs z of Grave 3 of Salvation by 

| gy F race alone ; of Juſtification through + th; of new Birth ; 6: 

tag ancation ; of Chriſtian Perte&tion 3 that 1s, oz Love to GOD al 
Lathe 16 chang 5 of inward Holineſs, and tis of all good 4% © 
Froiz: nr og | * mpmer of Faith (for the iree thus made good, It 

E Bina Truths Ek » att, 12, 33.) we muſt Luppolts I ſay, tat hole: 
«6 Church ) 1 e Sum and Subſtance of the happy Corftiruticn i” 
IF been workin + ponarIEA by them as the Worx of that Spirit that h1; 
We 2 EE on ever ſince he moved on the Pace of the "ai Deep 
Ns the ry 00D e Work of Grace in the Heart of Man to roffore hin 
TS "Ipiration, lays our Church, as that z-- bigs Man's Hat, 
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( 22 ) 
nave more to do, or have more mediate Conticxicy 
with the SPIRIT than with the FATHER or the $gx, 
if fo I may preſume to ſay, as he is the Spirit of then 
both. And this he is, firſt, under the Lawand Diſcip].. 
{hip of 7obn, a Spirit of Bondage; then under Grace, 
a Spirit of Adoption, enabling the Jate diltrefied Sin- 
ner to call GOD again his Father, fo proceeding from 


Rom. 5. 15-the Father and the Son: each ſaying (may al} Praiſe 
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and Glory in Heaven and Earth, be given to the eter- 
nal TRiniTY In Unity for it!) each ſaying, *Ler 
US MAKE MAN. (again) IN OUR IMAGE.” 

Now, Brethren, to conclude by way of Inference 
from what has been faid. If Chriſtian Wickednefs 
under ſuch a Diſpenſation—if Chri/tian Contempt of 
the written Word under a Diſpen{ation of Grace and 
Love, be nothing ſhort of nfidelity—be nothing ſhort 
oi that Unbelief which denyeth the I RINITY—deny- 
cth the Father and the Son, becauſe it denyeth the 
SPIRIT of them both, by which they act upon us, 
and which is to FiN1s4 Man's Salvation; or which i 
to put the Fead-fone to GOD's Building with Shot 
ings, crying, GRACE, GRACE toit. If preferring hu- 
man A!-fufficiency, and Phillophy, which the Apoltle 
calls vai Deceit, to this Teaching and Guiding of 
GOD's Hcl Spirit, If the moſt exalted Diſpenſation 
of GOD's Power on Mens Hearts, could not take 
Place till this Ara, we are now in: for that ou: 
3.ord ſays, the Holy Ghoſt was not given yet, be- 
cauſe Fcjus was not yet glorified. If this highet 
Vouchtatement of Love and Goodneſs be treated by 
thoſe who call themſelves afrer this UncTion—ve 
treated, I fay, with the moſt opprobrious Names of D:- 
-1/49n and Contempt].; then is all the Wickednels of the 
Taws not to compared to it: then mult Chriſtians (if 
*hey repent not of their more flagrant vin) cp 
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”!.ncoby atone he can be led into all Truth, and by it enjoy the on: Era 
© 2! reveaicd Religion: to which (as has been f2id) the Lao, © 
Prophets,, and even the Goſpel while our Lord was on Earth, or while I! 
was only under his pcr/onal Diretion) do tend : in order to accomplii th 
Fur.NEsS thereof in its firſt moſt eJential Promiſe, the * 9r1/1ng nf 
* Serpen,'s Head :> that Sin being thus deſiroyed, and Man ſaved i gra 
© this preſert evil Wirld®” (Gal. 1. 4.) GOD may again rule on 15 09% 
Throne, and be all in a!l in us, Fobn I7, 21, 23, 
T Fanaticiſm, Cant, Enthuſiaſm, 


our 
\ be- 
zhel: 
4 by 
——he 
 De- 
of the 
ns (if 
xpeci 

the 


Inc Fd 
N70, the 
chile 1! 
lin ths 
iſeno tht 
; 6 from 


1125 OWN 


(23) 
the Completion of our Lord's Prophecy (in a lower 
Degree indeed executed upon the Fews at the De- 
truction of Feruſalem) they muſt expect, I ſay, our 
Lord's moſt vengeful Threat in theſe Heart-/iriiing 
Words, <* then ſhall be great "Tribulation ( AMiction 
« ſays St. Mark, Days ot Vengeance ſays St Luke) 
« ſuch as was not from the Beginning of the World, 
« no, nor ever ſhall he.” This Puniſhment has 
probably been falling on fallen Chri/iendom for Years, 
though inſenſible under it : but as the Impiety increaſes 
rather, under Correction; it may juſtly be dreaded, 
that i alſo will increaſe till the Jaſt Vial of GOD's 
Wrath ſhajl be poured out on ANTICHRIST+, the 


| Beaſt and the falſe Prophet: and a great Voice out pes, 16, 


of the Temple of Heaven and from the 'T hrone ſhall 


| fay, IT 1S DONE | 


For to finiſh all in arguing from theſe Words of our 


| Lord, © all Manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be Mat. r2. +7, 
| « forgiven unto Men, but the Blaſphemy againſt the 32: 

| « Holy Gho?” (for it cuts up all Means, all Pofſebili- 

| ty of Salvation from the Roots) << ſhall not be forgiv- 

| « enunto Men :” except, as 7n all Caſes whatſoever, it be 

| REPENTED of, 
| What are all the Breaches of the Law againſt GOD 

| the Father, though great indeed they be ? what is 

| ſpeaking a Word againſt the Son, as the Son of Man, 

| as he was made in the Likeneſs of Man, as (to atone 

E for the Sins of Pr:d? and Self-fufficiency) he took upon 

| him the Form of a Servant—what are both theſe when ph, , -.Y, 
> compared with ſhghting the ExD oF ALL ; our Birth- 

| right, our Chriſtianity, even © CHRIST IN US THE Cal, x, »-, 


In this Senſe then- may it be aſked, 


Hops oF GLory !'”'—when compared with contemn- 


| ing the highe/! Vouchſafement of Grace and Power © to 
| © become (again) the Sons of GOD !”—when compared John x. r2, 


With reviling the Holy Ghy/t; the SPIRIT of both Father, 


| and Sor, wito (in conſummate Wiſdom !) was to apply 
| all, to do all, ® 


Let us therefore, my dear Brethren, as we would 


© avoid the Evils that are a coming on the Earth, pray 
| for a ſingle Eye, that we may mean ſomething by that di- Eph, 4. x, 
| Vine Vecation wherewith te are called—that we grieve, 


that 


T Too general a Word to fgmify a ſingle Perſon, 
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(24) - 
Eph. 4. 30. that we quench not, the Spirit wherewith we ate 
zTheſ.5.19 ANOINTED, and whereby we are ſealed unto the Day of 
2 Cor. 1.21. Redemption : for he, who hath. ansinted. ns, 18 G()]) 
22 _ —that we-pray forthe Grace of Comvitim and Cy. 
verſion (which ever. proceeds from a true Knowlege 
ourſelves) as well as of Pardon and Forgiveneſs—th; 
in true Brokenneſs of Heart, and a * Sin-forſaking” 
'Repentance, we /o humble ourſelves before GO) x 
.all Times, and eſpecially on this Occaſion, that we 
mock not GOD by our Formality, which too gener:l. 
ly ends with the Day, or glides away as {wittly as 
Cloud between us and the Sun—that inſtead of appeal. 
ing his Wrath, inſtead of turning to him, that no 
Ta. 9. 13. Jſmmiteth us; we treaſure not up Wrath to ourſelv 
Rom. 2, 5. againſt the Day of Wrath : but that we humble our. 
ſelves before GOD this Day, for the Sins of our Law, 
eſpecially for our Deadneſs to, if not /coffing at reveale| 
Truths* that we repent each for himlfelt ; eſpecial; 
for having reſiſted the Holy Spirit, and for having becy 
ſo long ignorant of, if not deſpiſed, what 1ve are, And 
that for all others, for whole Chriſtendom, we ent: 
into the Frophet's Sex/e, and lament with him: 0, 
that our Head were I aters, and our Eyes a Font: 
of Tears, that we might weep, Day and Night, fer 
Slain of the Daughter of our People ! 


* Scoffing at divine Truths (like Swearing in common) has noth'r; 
to plead for it, neither Pleaſure nor Profit, neither Appetite nor Gi"; 
and therefore muſt proceed from meer Contempt of GOD and 7:5. 
and for that Reaſon is the moſt aggravated of Sins, and in the P/»./ 
fine Climax (Pal. 1. 1.) placed as in the higheſt Degree. But 1-11 
tf he believes there is a GOD, ts he not a Fool? does not the conn 
Swearer want common Sentec ? 
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